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stubbornly held Ladysmith, the Boers were permitted to draw
off unpursued.
Thus in less than a month from Roberts' taking the field
in person the situation both in the east and in the west had
undergone a decisive change. The Boers, who at the end of
January 1900 stood everywhere on British territory and held
three British garrisons closely invested, now retained a pre-
carious grip on but one of these garrisons and a strip of
northern Natal; one of their capitals, with half the surrounding
state, had been wrenched from them, and much of their
confidence in themselves and in their leaders had vanished with
the change in their fortunes.
III. THE CLEARING OF NATAL AND THE ORANGE FREE STATE,
AND THE CAPTURE OF PRETORIA, APRIL-JULY 1900
Many causes combined to necessitate the British army's
six weeks' halt at Bloemfontein from mid-March to early May.
Not the least among these was a serious outbreak of enteric,
the result of drinking foul water during the investment of
Cronje, which took heavy toll of the troops and increased the
already urgent need for strong reinforcements. Remounts
were also required in large numbers, as also were supplies,
ammunition and material, if a further advance were to be
undertaken with any prospect of success. But first and fore-
most, in order to cope with these krge demands, the railway to
Bloemfontein from the south had to be reoperied for traffic
and secured against molestation by the numerous bands of
Free Staters still at large in the eastern part of the country.
This task was entrusted to Gatacre from Stormberg and
Clements, French's successor at Colesberg, who by the end of
March had repaired the Orange River < rail way bridges and
restored the line throughout. The detachments sent out by
them and also by the main army to restore order to the east,
however, soon found that they had run their heads into a
hornet's nest. The Boers, under the able leadership of De
Wet, had quickly recovered from the depression into which
the fall of Bloemfontein had cast them, and were once more ripe
for mischief. Roberts* detachment, sent northwards to clear
the Pretoria railway as far as the Modder, had to fight hard to
accomplish its task; a cavalry brigade despatched eastwards
was ambushed and suffered heavily at Sanna's Post; one of
Gatacre's columns was surrounded and compelled to surrender,
at Reddersburg ; and a second had to undergo a fortnight's
siege at Wepener before being rescued by a force from the
south. In fact, it was clear by the end of April that any further